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y A spokesman for the Interior 
Department said yesterday that 
tjiree Japanese- American employes 
ci^ Interior Secretai'y.Jlart^^d L. 
^efcesr^harged by, th ^Dies Conj S 
initteg^Sunday with going to a 
meeting of the J apane se- Am er ic an 
i citize ns League at 1324 Fourigr^th 
'StreS Northwesron May 22, were 
siitending a social at Calvary Bap- 
tist Church, Eighth and H Streets 
Northwest. 

JiiThis statement was confirmed by 
the Rev, Clarence W* Cranford, 
pastor of the church, who told the 
Post the fellowship gathering” 
was suggested by a young Jap- 
anese- American Baptist, now serv- 
ing in the United States Army, 
Arrangements for the little 
church social, In connection with 
which the Dies Committee referred 
to the * ‘deadly methods of the 
Black Dragon Patriotic Society,** 
w ere m ade th rough the Horn e 
Mission Board of Calvary Baptist 
Church, 

i In widely published stories, the 
Dies Committee had charged that 
the meeting, erroneously placed 
over the welding shop on Four- 
teenth Street, was disorderly. 
Investigators were quoted as say- 
ing: 

‘The meeting ended in a hell of 
a row. We don’t know just why.” 
Mildly surprised, Dr, Cranford: 
taid the Dies description was 
''rather odd” for a church gather- 
ing, and added that he knew of *‘no 
row” which had occurred in his 
church that evening. 

■ Dr, Cranford pointed out that 
several other meetings were in 
progress in the church at the same 
t^e in adjacent and nearby rooms 
and that there had been no report 
6f any row. 

; War Relocation Authority 
spokesmen, queried on the Dies 
^arges, said that I ekes employes,! 
like others released from their 
Camps, had been carefully investi- 
gated. ■ 

“The records of all Japanese- 
Americans released have been 
checked against the records of the 
the Army and Navy intelli- 
getice services/* WRA spokesmen 
said, 

I ^Representative Dies (Democrat) 
of Texas, committee chairman, who 
has been out of Washington, could 
ndt be reached for comment. Act- 
ing Chairman Starnes (Democrat) 
pi Alabama is also out p£ town, 

^ is Chief Investigator Robert E. 
Stripling, usual committee spokes- 
man. 


